Rationale for Soka Gakkai Political Activity
For the past few years，before and after each national elec tion, much has been written about the political activities of the Soka Gakkai，but very little has been said about the reasons for this activity and the religious and political ideas on which it is based. However，it should be obvious that an under standing of the reasons for the Soka Gakkai entering the political arena is necessary for a correct interpretation of this activity. The Soka Gakkai has frequently been criticized for its political activity on the grounds that a religious organiza tion has no business acting as a political party. Such criticism ignores the whole history of the Nichiren Buddhist tradition out of which the Soka Gakkai springs.
Nichiren himself knew no dividing line between political activity and religious activity. His philosophy on this point is made explicit in the Rissho Ankoku Ron which, stated in its most simple form，says that a country can only have peace and stability when it is founded on righteousness，on the true faith. Since the calamities which come upon a country are the result of forsaking the true religion，the state has a duty to support the true faith.
This philosophy is worked out in more detail in the Sandai tiiho B onjoji; in which Nichiren discusses the fusion of the •一 * 厶。 7 -
SOKA GAKKAI AND LOCAL ELECTIONS political law and the Buddha law ( Obutsu Myogo). The Soka
Gakkai claims that this is the guiding directive for their poli tical activities. The fusion of politics and religion is a direct order from Nichiren himself. Present leaders say that the elucidation of this teaching is the most important contribution which the late President Toda made to the organization. They say that if the political leadership of Japan is not grounded in the true Buddhism, statesmen cannot give proper direction to the affairs of this country.
Inherent in this philosophy is a paternalistic view of the state. A good politician is compared to a good father, who cares for his family, and works for the well-being of all of the members of his family. Soka Gakkai writers point to periods of cultural flowering in China and Japan and maintain that these were also periods when the true Buddhism ( reverence for the Lotus Sutra) flourished. In the present age, too, only the Lotus Sutra ( as expounded by the Nichiren Sho Sect) can save Japan and the world.
In present day Japan, since sovereignty resides in the people, it is not enough to lead the emperor or political leaders to the true faith，say the Soka Gakkai leaders. The people as a whole must recognize the virtue of the Nichiren Sho Sect and worship its object of worship ( horizon )• The population as a whole must make the true Buddhism the basis of their lives. Thus the daily winning of converts is an integral part of this fusing of politics and religion. The placing of capable believers in organs of government is another part of this same activity and is done for the same reasons. President Ikeda has said, " The aim of our Soka Gakkai election activities is the realization of From the above, the absence of anything which could be called a concrete political philosophy is quite apparent. All will come through Buddhist philosophy, out there is nothing here which a non-believer can clearly grasp, no logical resolu tion of the tension between capitalism and socialism，between freedom and equality. Apparently this only comes in a re ligious experience which must be experienced to be understood.
As such it seems incapable of political classification and an abasis.
Past Political Activity
The Soka Gakkai first directly entered the political picture in Japan in the local elections of 1955. In that election one man was elected to the Tokyo Prefectural Assembly and ninety men to city and ward assemblies, largely in the Tokyo area.
In 1959, the next time that local elections were held on a large scale, four men were elected to the Tokyo Prefectural Assembly and 293 men won seats in prefectural, city and ward assemblies throughout Japan.
On the national scene, the Soka Gakkai has nominated can didates for the House of Councillors in each election since 1956.
In that year five candidates were nominated and three elected.
In 1957 
Aims and Platfom for the 1963 Local Elections
The political arm of the Soka Gakkai, the Komei Seiji Remmei ( Fair Politics League -abbreviated as Koseiren )，set up three slogans for the 1963 local elections. They were 1)Ko seiren, the pillar of Japan; 2) Koseiren, the corrective for corrupt politics ; and 3) Koseiren, the power which produces happiness. Slogans two and three are the two prongs of the approach which the Soka Gakkai made in this election -a clean-up of the present political scene in Japan and a some what mystical approach to the development of human happiness and well-being.
The Komei Seiji Remmei gives three principles as the basis for its activities.
1 . " The present politicians, whether conservative or progres sive, are absorbed in factionalism and party affairs, have forgotten the welfare of the Japanese people, and are be coming increasingly isolated from them. This we deeply deplore.
2. " The Komei Seiji Remmei is fundamentally different from these politicians. Its policies, based on the principle that the prosperity of society is identical with the happiness of the individual, are moving forward，working not only for the real happiness and prosperity of the Japanese people， but also for the realization of peace for all the people of the world.
3. " Our political ideals are based on the spirit of Nichiren's Rissho Ankoku Ron， our basis is this ultimate expression in philosophy and mercy. In their modern application we -292 -act as a completely democratic political organization, pro mising to take a stern attitude toward iniquity wherever we find it.， ， The platform on which the candidates of the Komei Seiji
Remmei stood in the local elections had four planks.
1 . '' Opposition to Nuclear Weapons -We are opposed to the manufacture, testing and use of nuclear weapons for any reason. We declare that it should be resolved in the name of all mankind that those responsible for toe use of such weapons in war should be put to death as devils who have denied the right of mankind to exist. This antinuclear movement should be resolutely carried out for world peace and human happiness without leaning to one ism ? or another.
" Opposition to a Retrogressive Revision in the Constitu
tion -We will protect the Constitution of Japan which has as its fundamental spirit the sovereignty of the people and the renunciation of war，and from our own impartial and individual position we oppose any retrogressive revision. 
Results of the Elections

F irst Round
The local elections of 1963 were held in two rounds, the first for prefectural assemblymen for the five large cities，pre fectural governors, and mayors of the large cities was held on For the total country, 21 Soka Gakkai candidates led their electoral districts,10 placed second,11 were third and six were fourth.
In elections to the assemblies of the five large cities，the Soka Gakkai elected nine men in Yokohama, eight in Osaka, six in Kobe, seven in Kyoto and eight in Nagoya.
Second Round
In the second round elections to city，town and ward assem* blies，the Soka Gakkai also made significant gains. 1 Soka Gakkai's biggest failure in this election was in Takamatsu where 44 seats were at stake. The Komei Seiji Remmei nominated four candidates of whom three were defeated. The four candidates ranked 40， 50， 51， 54. 2 The 136 Soka Gakkai Tokyo ward councilmen are not included in this total.
Total Results
In the two waves of elections to local organs of government， the Soka Gakkai nominated a total of 992 candidates and elected 971，a record of 97.8% success. This again is a testi monial to the conservative election policy of the Soka Gakkai in preferring to elect few candidates by large margins than to enter more candidates and run the risk of having some failures.
Including the members who were holdovers from previous elections, the present strength of the Soka Gakkai in organs 
M iyazaki Prefecture
In Miyazaki City the only Soka Gakkai candidate for the prefectural assembly ran third in a field of ten. He polled 8,780 votes out of a total of 74,286 or 11.8% of the votes cast.
In elections to city councils the Komei Seiji Remmei nominated 12 candidates of whom ten were running for the first time.
In elections to town councils eight candidates were nominated of whom seven were new. All candidates were elected.
In Miyazaki City, the prefectural capital( a trading and government center with no heavy industry )，the four Soka
Gakkai candidates polled /.7% of the total vote. In Nobeoka City, the only industrial city in the prefecture, three candidates polled 7.0% of the vote. In three very rural cities Soka Gakkai candidates polled 6%, 5%, and 3% of the votes cast.
While the gains of the Soka Gakkai have obviously been large in the last four years, the Soka Gakkai is still only a very minor factor in this rural prefecture's political life.
Evaluation
The Soka Gakkai obviously made striking gains in the local -elections of 1963. Over one thousand men in local assemblies throughout the country is a political force which cannot be overlooked. In crder to make these gains, the Soka Gakkai must obviously have grown significantly during the previous four years. However, this election gives no real basis for arriving at an estimate of total Soka Gakkai membership since in many electoral districts throughout the country there was no Soka Gakkai candidate for whom votes could be cast.
Again in this election, as in the past，the main strength of the Soka Gakkai has been shown to lie in the metropolitan areas, particularly in Tokyo Prefecture. In the Tokyo prefec tural and ward assemblies the Soka Gakkai strength is such that it could begin to exert significant pressure for the adop tion of some of its social welfare aims provided they can be put into concrete form. The Soka Gakkai is a factor to be reckoned with in the political life of Tokyo.
This election has also demonstrated once again that Soka
Gakkai strength is not well developed m rural areas, especially in the Tohoku district.
The so-called new religions ( shinko shakyd) of Japan have largely made their appeal to socially displaced persons on the fringes of Japanese society. In this, the Soka Gakkai is no exception. Its great strength is in urban areas of great mobility and social change, and it has much less strength in conserva tive rural areas where the traditional social structure is better preserved. It has perhaps been more successful than any other group in exploiting the fringes of Japanese society, but it has yet to penetrate to the core of that society. This presents the greatest barrier to further Soka Gakkai expansion, and on whether or not it can successfully pass this barrier and pene trate the core of society depends the future of this movement.
( There is also the possibility that the traditional Japanese society will disintegrate swiftly enough that the Soka Gakkai will not find it necessary to penetrate it.)
Some commentators feel that the Soka Gakkai has already reached the limits of its possible expansion in its present direc tion and that the current emphasis on political activity re presents a change in direction in order to stimulate further growth. This was the point of view of the participants in the Bungei Shunja symposium. However, as has been stated above, this is an oversimplification which ignores the relation of politics to religion in the Nichiren tradition. Moreover, it ignores the fact that the Soka Gakkai has been engaged in political activity since 1954，over the period of its greatest and most rapid growth. On the other hand，it must also be said that there are indications that the growth rate is slowing and that political activity is being exploited to make new gains. While the growth figures published in Soka Gakkai publications, as well as the gains made in the 1963 elections，indicate that the Soka Gakkai is still growing rapidly，recent issues of these publica tions indicate a great concern with the present rate of growth.
Speeches by President Ikeda and various directors of the Soka
Gakkai call for a return to the drive and vigor of the early days of the movement. There is a call for a return to the spirit with which the rapid growth began under the late Pre sident Toda. Thus it would seem that, at least in the minds of its leaders，the Soka Gakkai rate of growth is beginning to slow down. Also in recent issues of its publications the Soka -Gakkai has been exploiting to the fullest the activities of its members in the national Diet and in local assemblies, attempting to show that in these legislative bodies these men，and only these men，are really working for the welfare of the whole population. These men will no cloubt play a major role in the Soka GaKKai effort to break through into the heart of Japanese society. 
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